
 

 

 

 

 

 

            6th September 2024 

Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’ 

Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them  

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  

St. John’s Primary School, Midsomer Norton 

email: office@stjohnsmsn.co.uk 

Website: www.stjohnsmsn.co.uk 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Welcome to another school year!  The 

children have settled back into routines 

and the children's new learning journeys 

have begun. 

 

As always we have started the year 

reminding ourselves of the school vision 

'Working together to build a firm 

foundation for learning and caring' and 

the Bible story 'Wise Man and the Foolish 

Man' which underpins this. In collective 

worship this week we have explored what 

this looks like in school alongside our three 

golden rules 'Ready, Respectful and 

Caring'.   Next week, we will send out an 

electronic copy of our Home-School 

Agreement, please read this alongside 

your child and confirm online that you 

have done so.  All children have discussed 

their commitment in school and what this 

looks like 'day to day'.  

 

As well as welcoming our new children into 

Acorns class, we have also welcomed 

many new children and their families to 

the St John's community this 

September.  In collective worship we 

welcomed them to the St John's family by 

presenting them with their pebble for the 

Koinonia dish. This will happen for our 

Reception children at the Harvest festival 

this year.  

 

As always we look forward to working 

closely with you all this year and sharing 

your child's learning journey with you.   

 

Mrs West-Gaul 

Dates for Your Diary 

SEPTEMBER  

10th Year Three swimming starts 

16th & 17th Individual and sibling photos 

17th Meet the Teacher 

20th PTA EYFS New parents coffee 

morning, 8.30am 

26th PTA AGM, 3.15pm 

OCTOBER  

9th Harvest Festival in school 

9am.  Reception parents are 

invited to attend. 

15th Open Morning, 9.30am 

22nd & 23rd Parents’ Evenings 

24th PTA Disco and Non-Uniform 

Day 

25th INSET Day 

CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM:  LOVE 

Meet the team 

 

Senior Leadership Team: 

Headteacher - Mrs D West-Gaul  

Deputy Head - Mrs R Monks 

Assistant Head - Mrs G Stone 

Senior Teacher - Mr T Yarlett 

 

Office Team: 

There have been a couple of changes in 

the school office: Mrs D Roberts is now our 

Office Manager and we welcome  

Mrs S Hall to our existing team. 

Administering  Medication 
If we will be continuing to administer any medication for your child, please complete a new form 

at the School Office as soon as possible.  Thank you. 



 

 

St John's Communication Flow Chart  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Uniform expectations 

The children have returned to school looking very smart in their uniform.  Please ensure that 

all belongings have your child's name clearly written inside. It is very difficult to reunite lost 

clothes with children when they are not labelled. Please ensure that all hair is tied back.  We 

will continue to monitor uniform and have spare hair ties, clothing and school ties if anyone 

should not be meeting the expectations.  We will inform you if your child regularly requires 

anything from the spares box and can offer financial support for those in receipt of pupil 

premium. 

 
Meet The Teacher 

On Tuesday 17th September you are invited to pop into your child's classroom after school 

for your child to show you their new classroom.  We will hand children over at the end of the 

day as normal and then you can choose to come into the classroom once the children 

have all been dismissed.  This will be informal and is optional - all the information you need 

for the year ahead, including PE days, can be found on your year group newsletter. 

Teachers will be in their classes until 3:15pm so parents who need to visit more than one 

room should have time to do so. 

 
Change to morning routine 

You may have noticed teachers are now on the playground at 8:15am, this is for parents to 

be able to pass on quick messages at the beginning of the day.  If you need a longer 

conversation please arrange this through the school office.  Teachers will then lead their 

classes into the classrooms at 8:20am in order to start their learning promptly.  SLT will shut all 

doors and gates at 8:30am as normal. 

 
Homework 

This year we have launched a new format for homework across the school.  Every year 

group will be sending their homework out on a Friday and it needs to be handed in on a 

Wednesday.   In addition to this there is an expectation that all children read regularly 

(recorded in the reading diary at least three times a week) and complete their 

doodlemaths activities.  There is a homework club on a Thursday after school to give 

children access to a computer to complete their doodle maths.  Any children who do not 

meet the homework expectations will be supported during their lunchtime to complete it. 



 

 

A few reminders . . . 

Parent to School Communication 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please feel free to send an email to us 

in the first instance:  office@stjohnsmsn.co.uk  Email communications are the most effective 

way to pass messages, as they can be easily forwarded to the relevant staff in school. 
 

In case of emergency, or if you need an immediate response, please call the school office: 

01761 412019 (option 2). 

 
Reporting Absences 

If your child cannot attend school due to illness, please contact the school office and leave a 

message on the absence reporting system 01761 412019 (option 1), report via the absence 

reporting facility in ParentMail or email office@stjohnsmsn.co.uk. 
 

Absences should be reported as soon as possible and by 8.30am on the first day of illness.   

 

If your child is still absent on subsequent days, please ensure you contact the office every 

morning of absence. 

 
Change of Details 

Please let us know urgently if you have a change of name, address, telephone number or 

email address.  It is important that we have all of the correct information on file.  Please email 

the office.  We may contact you via another method to validate a change in email address. 

 
Administering Medication 

If your child has an ongoing condition or illness that may require prescribed medication to be 

administered during the school day, you will need to complete and sign a form, which you 

can collect from the office or download in advance from the school website.  If this is not 

completed, we will not be able to administer the medication.  Any medication that is not 

prescribed by a medical professional cannot be administered by the school. 
 

If your child requires pain relief for an illness or injury, this must be prescribed in order that we 

can administer it - otherwise you are welcome to make arrangements to come into school 

and administer the medication yourself. 

 
Holidays in Term Time 

We do not authorise holidays during term time as 

any absence may affect your child’s 

learning.  However, should you need to request 

an unavoidable absence, you will need to 

complete the appropriate form, available from 

the school office, or on the school website. 
 

Absences will be considered by the 

Headteacher and either authorised or 

denied.  A fine may be issued if your child has a 

number of unauthorised absences. 

 
Lost Property 

With the aim of reducing lost property, please 

name uniform, water bottles, lunch boxes, sun 

hats etc.  Labels can be purchased from 

www.MyNametags.com with the school ID 31825 

and the school will receive a donation. 
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Awards of the Week 

Well done to all of our pupils who have  

achieved an award this week! 

 Star of the 

Week 

Star Readers 

Ash  Noah Oliver 

Birch  Ronan Bella 

Chestnut  Dylan - 

Elm  Shontae Mila 

Hazel  Loula Imogen 

Holly  Samantha Evie 

Maple  Amelia S Zena 

Oak  Fleur Jack H 

Pine  Boanna Owen 

Rowan  Ava Elsie 

Sycamore  Ruben Isla 

Willow  Nyla Marcus 

Bristol Sport  

Stars of the Week: 

Year 5 Pine -  Avery 

Year 1 Ash - Ayda 

Year 1 Birch - Freddie 

Year 2 Chestnut - Jesse 

Year 2 Elm - Fletcher 



 

 

Reading in Year Six 
 

 

 

In Year Six, our focus reading book for the first term is ‘Arctic Star’ by Tom Palmer.  

 

 

Set in the icy waters of the Arctic Ocean during the Second World War, three young 

friends from Plymouth, Frank, Joseph and Stephen, embark upon a treacherous mission 

to deliver supplies to Soviet Russia. As they battle through the Arctic pack ice, they must 

also contend with the constant threat of German U-boats (submarines) and battleships, 

not to mention the dreaded Scharnhorst. 

 

 

Here are some of our initial impressions of the book, having read the first two chapters 

this week: 

 

Harry - I think the book has started really well - I think it will be a really good read. Some 

books can start quite slowly, but this one is really quick to jump straight into some high-

stakes action. 

 

Mason - I think it is an interesting book with an amazing start - it went in so quickly! 

Straight away, we’ve met the main characters and there is already a problem which 

they need to overcome. 

 

Emilia - I think it will be a brilliant book and it might inspire us to write stories ourselves. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Message from the PTA 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  

We’ve got some exciting news to share with you. 

   

Parentkind – a charity that supports school PTAs - have teamed up with Asda, who is making 

millions of pounds available to donate to primary schools across the UK through their ‘Cashpot for 

Schools’ initiative. To support our school, all you have to do is opt-in through the Asda Rewards 

app, shop and scan in store or shop online at Asda.com. 

  

Between 2nd September and 30th November 2024 – every time you shop with Asda using your 

Asda Rewards app, Asda will donate 0.5% of the value of your shop to your chosen Primary 

school. Also, every time somebody opts-in to support our Primary school, Asda will give an 

additional £1 to the school Cashpot. Plus, it doesn’t stop there – Asda are also giving £50 to every 

school to get them started.  

   

The supermarket has joined forces with Joe Wicks to support the initiative – look out for the TV 

advert, radio ads and social media coverage!  

 
It’s as easy as 1,2,3 

1. Download the Asda Rewards app, register and opt-in to Cashpot for Schools (make sure you 

have the latest version of the app installed) 

2. Choose our Primary School – either searching by name or postcode (BA3 2JN) 

3. Shop in store across Asda and George, or online at Asda.com and start filling your Cashpot as 

you shop 

 

Asda does the rest, all money raised will be donated to schools to spend on the things they need 

the most. We are aiming to spend our donations on finishing the new trim trail on the field. 

 

Remember, anyone can sign up – so start spreading the news and raising funds for our school.  

 

This initiative is on top of the existing Asda Rewards benefits you get as a shopper – so you won’t 

lose out on any of your own earnings or Cashpot, so everyone is a winner!  

 

For more details, visit asda.com/cashpotforschools  

There are lots of exciting things planned coming up 

before Christmas so please save the dates: 

 

If anyone is interested in helping the PTA or finding 

out any more information, please 

email StJohnsmsnpta@outlook.com or visit our 

facebook page https://www.facebook.com/

groups/225019237854017  

Event Date/Time Location 

New parent’s 

coffee morning 
20/09/24 - 8:25am School Hall 

PTA AGM 26/09/24 - 3:15pm School Hall 

Non Uniform & 

Disco 
24/10/24 - Evening School Hall 

PTA Xmas Fete 23/11/24 - 11am-

2PM 
School 

Elfridges 13/12/24 - During 

School 
School 
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