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Click here for 
term dates

Welcome to this week’s newsletter. Please read 
this newsletter carefully for updates regarding 
events in the past week as well as what is 
coming up over the next few months.

Key Updates for Families 
 
Monday 10 March
GCSE Food practical exams begin
 
Thursday 13 March 
Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 April 
School Production 

Items to Celebrate  

Thankyou to Mrs Gregory and Mrs Morris for your 
organisation of the World Book Day events. The 
events alongside the engagement of staff and 
students alike, was a real illustration of the 
fantastic reading culture in the school. 

Well done to all of our Year 11s on the 
completion of the trial exams. This is the final 
opportunity students will get to experience  full 
sets of exam papers before the summer. We 
have all been impressed with their efforts this 
week and we look forward to sharing the results 
along with valuable feedback over the coming 
weeks. 

Click here for 
Extra-Curricular 

Activities

Key Dates

Thursday 13th 
March: Year 7 
Parents’ 
Evening

Friday 21st 
March: Year 9 
Mental Health 
trip to Millfield

2nd & 3rd 
April: School 
Production 
Performances

NEXT WEEK 
ASSEMBLY 

FOCUS:

International 
Women’s Day

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/uploads/files/term-dates-and-holiday-2024-25.pdf
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/uploads/files/term-dates-and-holiday-2024-25.pdf
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm


WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

07.03.25Thankyou to all the families who responded to the questionnaire sent. 
We value the feedback received and will use it to improve and 
develop the school further. If you would like to contribute please 
follow the link below to submit your views.  

https://forms.gle/kvfdBkvRZ1ZTvaJR6

Thankyou for your continued support and I look forward to updating 
you again next week 

Best wishes 

P Balkwill 

https://forms.gle/kvfdBkvRZ1ZTvaJR6


As a school, we pride ourselves in 
championing reading and our love 
of books all year round. World Book 
Day, for us, is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate that even 
more. We had a great turnout this 
year, with almost every member of 
staff dressed in their finest costumes, 
with lots of faculties doing group 
ensembles.

Students came in amazing and 
some  really creative, homemade 
outfits, and it was wonderful to see 
such enthusiasm for books.

Throughout the day we had a 
selection of wrapped books hidden 
around the school to be found, a 
short story split into sections and told 
during every lesson, and a trail with 
staff baby photos and their favourite 
books, with a prize for the most right 
answers! A very fun day, celebrating 
literature and adding a bit of whimsy 
into our term.







Just Write Competition Winner

Recently some members of Just Write Club entered a 
competition where they had to create and describe their 
very own character who would fit into the fantasy world 
of Hobbledown.

Their prize? To have their characters drawn by 
professional illustrator E. B. Davies and to win a family 
ticket to Hobbledown Heath. We are delighted to report 
that our very own Maggie H won the competition! Huge 
well done Maggie, we’re very proud of your writing and 
creativity. Here are her characters, drawn by a pro…



Just Write Competition Winner

Here is Maggie’s winning entry….

Well done Maggie! Enjoy Hobbledown Heath.



Production Introductions

Lion King - School Production

With weeks until opening night, the 
countdown to The Lion King 
performances is on and the cast and 
backstage teams are busy working 
hard to get the show ready.

Over the coming weeks, we are 
going to be introducing the cast and 
will be releasing tickets sales soon.

This week we have Eva and Zahanin 
Year 7 who are taking on the iconic 
roles of Timon and Pumbaa, they are 
brilliant as these characters as they 
show Simba how to live in the jungle 
and help him go back to become 
king.

Hakuna Matata!



Production Introductions



Pinewood Studios Trip
The Year 11 Media Studies group had a great day 
at the Futures Film Festival last Friday, held at the 
home of James Bond and Star Wars. 

We saw a great range of vehicles like the Batmobile 
and the Ghostbusters Wagon, as well as Tow Mater 
from Cars.

The day was dedicated to educating young people 
about the broad range of careers available in the 
film and TV industry and connected with our core 
value of ambition.

From Stormtroopers and Darth Vader ; to Deadpool 
and R2D2; we met a range of people associated 
with the industry and were in awe of the skills and 
knowledge they shared.

A favourite of all was the time spent using the 
cameras and learning about how Unreal Engine is 
now being used in films as an alternative to green 
screen and the possibilities that this provides.

Our students, as always, were a credit to us and 
gave us a really rewarding day.



Pinewood Studios Trip



Pinewood Studios Trip



Pen Pals trip to 
Glastonbury Care Home

This week students from Year 9 and 10 who have been 
participating in our pen pals scheme got to visit 
Glastonbury Care Home to meet their pen pals. 

We had a wonderful morning with the residents, 
catching up since our last letters, and our students all 
brought along books to read to their pen pals to 
celebrate World Book Day this week. After some 
reading, word searches and biscuits were brought out, 
and the time we spent at the care home flew by.

It was absolutely fantastic to see how well our students 
communicated, some having really engaging and 
uplifting conversations with residents suffering with 
dementia or non-verbal residents, and it really made 
everyone’s day much brighter. 

We are so proud of the kindness and generosity of spirit 
shown by our students, and they should be very proud 
of themselves! The residents all had a wonderful time, 
as did we, and we look forward to our future trips later 
this term.



Pen Pals trip to 
Glastonbury Care Home



PTA Quiz
Thank you to all who attended our quiz night hosted by 
our fabulous PTA. It was an excellent event filled with 
challenging questions. The questions focused on a 
range of school subjects such as science and maths, 
English Literature and Drama and PE . Even the quiz 
masters learned a thing or two!

The winning teams were The Glastonbury Occasionals 
who steadily held a good place in the rankings 
throughout the competition. They were joined by the 
top student team, The Spanish Inquisition .

All events put on by the PTA benefit our children and 
we are lucky to have such a proactive group of 
parents who work hard for us . They are always looking 
for new members to lend a hand so if you think you 
could help, please get in touch with our school 
reception team.



Popular loans this week:

We have a book 
display celebrating 
International 
Women’s Day 
(which is on 8th 
March) in the library 
at the moment, 
celebrating female 
authors, main 
characters and 
powerful stories!  

Review by Bess
in Year 7

This book is probably my favourite book 
ever. I have read it at least three times and 
that has made me watch the musical twice 
as well. The story is gripping and 
enchanting, with Matilda being a super brave 
and funny girl. Despite her difficulties at 
home and school, she speaks up against it 
all and makes things fair.



Talent Show Opportunity
Open to dancers, singers, and musicians and more!



Youth Ambassador Programme
International Aid for the Protection and Welfare of Animals

IAPWA (International Aid for the Protection and 
Welfare of Animals) invites students to join their 
Youth Ambassador Programme. The initiative offers 
young people aged 11-18 the chance to develop 
leadership and advocacy skills, contribute to 
animal welfare projects, and earn the prestigious 
title of Youth Ambassador.

Participants will engage in fundraising, awareness 
campaigns, and advocacy efforts while receiving 
mentorship and training from charity professionals. 
The Youth Ambassador title recognises their 
dedication to animal protection and helps build 
their future in advocacy and leadership.

If any students are interested or for more 
information, please don’t hesitate to contact 
IAPWA who are happy to provide further details 
and to inspire the next generation of animal welfare 
advocates.

IAPWA Website

Contact Page

https://iapwa.org/
https://iapwa.org/contact/


Careers



Things to do this Easter Holidays
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Things to do this Easter Holidays











Local Events



Organised & 
Proactive 

Bringing the correct equipment, kit and 
uniform
Meeting deadlines
Working on tasks independently and 
completing homework to a high standard

Neat & Tidy 
work 

Smart, well presented books demonstrating 
your best work

Tenacity 
Trying your hardest, rising to challenges,  
having a 'can do' attitude, working out 
solutions and taking ownership of your 
learning

Ready, 
Respectful and 
Responsible  

Being a role model by consistently 
demonstrating our basic expectations 

Answering, 
reading  and 
listening like an 
expert 

Sophisticated full sentence answers using 
technical terms
Following along, tracking the text and ready 
to read aloud in class.  
Reading widely and for pleasure 
Listening and considering the views of others 
Taking in turns to respond 

Contributing to 
the class 

Playing an active role in every lesson
Attention to the speaker, sat up straight, arms 
still, pens down
Teacher focused 

Kindness & 
Community 
minded 

Caring, polite, looking after one another and 
the  site
Speaking with kindness and respect
Supporting staff and other students to create 
a positive learning environment for all


