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Key Dates

28.03.25: Year 
10 Mock 
Interviews

25.03.25-
26.03.25 
French Mock 
Speaking 
Exams 

02/04/25-03/0
4/25: School 
Production of 
The Lion King

NEXT WEEK 
ASSEMBLY 

FOCUS:

Knife Crime 
Awareness

Welcome to this week’s newsletter. Spring is here 
and the whole community is certainly 
appreciating the sunshine. One of the best parts 
of my day is driving across the levels in the 
morning, viewing the Tor and the picturesque 
landscape on my journey. On Thursday, I had my 
first experience of watching people gather on 
the Tor to mark the Spring Equinox.   Not many 
headteachers get such an iconic and beautiful  
commute! I consider myself very privileged 
indeed. 

Please read this carefully for updates regarding 
events in the past week as well as what is coming 
up over the next few months.

Key Updates for Families 
 
Thursday 27 March 
Year 11 Revision and Exam Preparation Evening 

Monday 31 March & Tuesday 1 April 
MIS transfer to Arbor 

Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 April 
School Production 

Friday 4 April 
Celebration assemblies 

End of term- school will finish at 3:15 pm 

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/uploads/files/term-dates-and-holiday-2024-25.pdf
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/uploads/files/term-dates-and-holiday-2024-25.pdf
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm
https://www.stdunstansschool.com/news-and-activities/extra-curricular-activities.htm
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Easter Revision 
Please note that the school will be running revision sessions during the 
first week of the holidays (Week commencing 7 April). More 
information to follow.

Items to Celebrate  
Thankyou to Mrs Pulford and all of the staff involved on Friday’s Year 
9 trip to Millfield. The focus of the day was on educating students 
about mental health and how to look after yourself and others. Our 
students represented the school exceptionally well and feedback 
from the staff at Millfield was very positive. Students were engaged, 
very smart and participated with maturity throughout the day. 

We are looking forward to welcoming Year 11 families into school on 
Thursday at 5pm. The evening is intended to support everyone in 
preparing for the forthcoming GCSE examinations. Navigating 
through this period for  students and parents can be tricky. 
Sometimes families can be  uncertain how much is too much or not 
enough revision. Students often find revision independently tricky and 
parents often find themselves unsure of how best to provide support. 
The Presentations on Thursday are intended to provide families with 
everything they need as well as provide an opportunity to ask 
questions. If you haven’t signed up for the evening yet, please use 
the link below. We look forward to seeing you Thursday. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLServP4a1s6KWTVY3ce7I
9tlH6ZxTu7FculBcJW3naT3JXT3XQ/viewform?usp=sharing

Thankyou to all Year 9 families for your participation in the Key Stage 
Four choices events in February. We have now received all student 
requests for Key Stage choices and will begin the process of building 
our Key Stage Four offer. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLServP4a1s6KWTVY3ce7I9tlH6ZxTu7FculBcJW3naT3JXT3XQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLServP4a1s6KWTVY3ce7I9tlH6ZxTu7FculBcJW3naT3JXT3XQ/viewform?usp=sharing
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Please be advised that this process entails several moving parts, not 
least the added complication of our move to Arbor in the next few 
weeks. We will aim to share more information in June and confirm 
choices by the start of July at the latest. In the meantime if you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Wishing you all a great weekend, enjoy the spring sunshine and I look 
forward to updating you next week. 

Best wishes
 
P Balkwill 
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MIS Update 
 

Over the past few months, we have been working on our planned 
rollout of Arbor, which is due to start on Tuesday 1 April 2025.  This is the 
system that we use to manage all of the children's’ data, including 
attendance, communications and assessments. It will eventually bring 
together all of the functions of ParentPay and Talaxy into one place 
and accessed through a Parent App.

Next week will be a crucial week for the transition. The school will be 
having a Mock Arbor day on Tuesday, where the platform will be tested 
by staff to take registers and use several functions.  This is intended to 
‘troubleshoot’ any teething issues in advance of the switch. From 
Wednesday onwards, we will cease to use our current MIS system and 
the process of migration will commerce. We will continue to use Talaxy 
during this period for attendance, registers and communication. Once 
Arbor is ready we then adopt this as our new platform for these 
functions. Families will be informed when we are in a position to do this.  

Please be reassured that we have been involved in a very thorough 
and rigorous process working alongside Arbor and our trust partners to 
ensure a smooth transition and transfer of data. This includes careful 
checks, counts and back ups of data. Our admin team have been 
pivotal to this process and my thanks goes to S Gerrard, M Shepherd 
and J Rigby Jones for your work to make this process go so smoothly. 

Once we move over to Arbor, we will be using the Parent App as a tool 
to communicate moving forwards.  Talaxy will no longer be used from 
this point. Parents/carers will be expected to use the Arbor Parent App 
to access all information regarding their child/children. 

What is the Parent App?
The Parent App is the mobile version of our Parent Portal, for use on 
mobile device such as smartphones and tablets. When we have 
switched on the Parent Portal, you can download the App and begin 
using it straight away.

We will write shortly to update you on our progress and provide you 
with all the information you will need to know about Arbor and the 
Parent App. 



Pupil Premium and Free School Meals

Dear Parent/Carer

We are all too aware of how the recent cost-of-living increases may affect our 
local community, and we want to encourage you to access appropriate 
mechanisms of support. The Pupil Premium and Free School Meals funding 
allows schools to creatively support students. This funding is confidential and 
used to support your child.

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we 
will receive extra funding called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to 
improve the educational provision and resources at the school.

What is Pupil Premium funding?

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils 
reach their full potential, regardless of their background or financial situation. 
It’s provided for pupils who:

● Are registered for free school meals
● Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 
years
● Are, or have been, in care
● Have parents in the armed forces

How is the Pupil Premium funding spent?

Schools have the freedom to spend the Premium in a way they think is best to 
support the raising of attainment. Funding is given to schools and is spent 
according to a budgeted plan across three areas. These include:

1. High-quality teaching, such as staff professional development.
2. Targeted academic support, such as tutoring.
3. Wider strategies to address non-academic barriers to success in 
schools, such as attendance, behaviour and social and emotional 
support.

Parents do not receive this money from schools and there is not a budget to 
spend per student. Schools are expected to formulate a plan to use the 
overall funding, this must be based on evidence based research and 
approved by the Governing body.

How do I register?

To register, please visit the following web page.

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/ 

Similarly please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any 
questions or would like to update us about your child and their eligibility for 
funding. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/




Production Ticket Sales
Tickets for our Production of The Lion King are now 
on sale and are already selling very quickly.

Tickets are £4 adults/£2 students and can be 
purchased from reception during break/lunch time 
by students. Parents/carers can come to reception 
during the school day to buy tickets. 

Performances are: Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 
3rd April at 6pm. Hakuna Matata!

PRODUCTION INTRODUCTIONS…
We are 2 weeks until opening night and 
would like to introduce you to our 2 strong 
characters of Mufasa and Scar.

Mufasa is played by Harley in Year 10 who is 
the wise and strong King of the Pridelands, 
and teaches Simba all about the 'Circle of 
Life.'

Meanwhile Oren in Year 9 plays Mufasa's evil 
brother Scar who claims to have the 'lion's 
share' of the brains in the family and plots to 
rule the Pridelands.



Production Introductions



Geography Sampling at Paradise Lane

Year 11 Geographers ventured off school site this 
week to investigate local ecosystems.

As part of the GCSE course, students are required to 
study a small-scale ecosystem and what better place 
to explore this than in our own beautiful community.

We were proud as our students displayed a positive 
attitude and showed enthusiasm for their learning.  
They were congratulated by several passers by, 
including tourists, for their politeness and exemplary 
behaviour. 

Well done all!



Geography Sampling at Paradise Lane



Kier Transport Trip

Yesterday, 2 groups of Year 10 and 11 students had the 
pleasure of being invited to a fantastic Open Doors 
event hosted by local company Kier Transportation. 

The workshops, delivered by Build Uk, showcased the 
fantastic range of careers available in the construction 
industry. Students rotated around different aspects of the 
industry, from project management to hands-on 
construction skills, speaking with people involved in the 
project, discussing both graduate and apprenticeship 
pathways. Some students even had the opportunity to sit 
up front in a giant spreader!

We are really grateful to Lorraine and all at Kier 
Transportation for welcoming us and giving our students 
a really insightful and useful career experience.



Kier Transport Trip



Year 11 Information Evening

We’re excited to invite all Year 11 parents to our 
Information Evening on Thursday, 27 March, 
from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM.

This session will provide key insights into the 
upcoming exam period , along with practical 
revision strategies to help both students and 
parents feel prepared and confident.

Join us for valuable guidance on how to 
support your child’s success!

We look forward to seeing you there.

Please confirm your attendance on the google 
form sent around by Mr Armstrong.



Popular loans this week:

Review by Bess in Year  7

I liked this book because it is very 
interesting and it is a fantasy style mixed 
with realism. The characters are curious 
smart and wonderful. This book is an 
adventure full of fantastical creatures 
and people. There are a few, beautiful 
illustrations scattered throughout the 
book. This book made me feel happy 
and interested. Gibbons writes really 
well, and even though it was a long 
book, I read it quicker than expected. 

Mrs Morris’ book of the week…

The Sad Ghost Club is a graphic novel 
that explores the anxieties and stresses 
of feeling invisible, and struggling to find 
your people. It is funny, and charming… 
honestly a must read for everyone. It 
explores themes of mental health 
superbly and is a wholesome read!



Local Easter Activities







Things to do this Easter Holidays
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Local Events



Organised & 
Proactive 

Bringing the correct equipment, kit and 
uniform
Meeting deadlines
Working on tasks independently and 
completing homework to a high standard

Neat & Tidy 
work 

Smart, well presented books demonstrating 
your best work

Tenacity 
Trying your hardest, rising to challenges,  
having a 'can do' attitude, working out 
solutions and taking ownership of your 
learning

Ready, 
Respectful and 
Responsible  

Being a role model by consistently 
demonstrating our basic expectations 

Answering, 
reading  and 
listening like an 
expert 

Sophisticated full sentence answers using 
technical terms
Following along, tracking the text and ready 
to read aloud in class.  
Reading widely and for pleasure 
Listening and considering the views of others 
Taking in turns to respond 

Contributing to 
the class 

Playing an active role in every lesson
Attention to the speaker, sat up straight, arms 
still, pens down
Teacher focused 

Kindness & 
Community 
minded 

Caring, polite, looking after one another and 
the  site
Speaking with kindness and respect
Supporting staff and other students to create 
a positive learning environment for all


