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FOCUS:

Chinese New 
Year

Happy new year you all. We’ve had a very busy 
and positive first week back.

As usual we have had a push on standards and 
expectations around uniform, equipment and 
punctuality. Well done to all the students, who 
have returned to school looking exceptionally 
smart and prepared for learning. Thank you to 
parents/carers for your continued support to 
ensure that your child/children consistently 
meet our high standards on a daily basis. 

As part of my assemblies this week, I decided to 
talk about dedication and its link to our ‘sky high 
expectations’.  One of the most important skills 
a school can impart on a student, is the ability 
to work hard. Hard work is not about 
perfectionism or holding unrealistic 
expectations. Rather it is the cornerstone of 
success in adult life and we maintain ‘sky high 
expectations’ for our students by expecting 
them to work hard and show dedication to their 
studies. 

When I reflect upon my own schooling and the 
many lessons taught and skills developed, hard 
work stands out to me as the single most 
influential factor in both my personal and 
professional life. Being dedicated to your goals 
and studies is not always easy. There will be 
difficult times and moments of struggle. 
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Nevertheless, the rewards that are reaped from 
hardwork and dedication are numerous. In a 
time where gratification comes instantly and 
success is measured by material possessions, it is 
important to remind students of the virtue of 
hard work and dedication. 

If last term was a marathon, this term is a sprint. 
We have 6 weeks, with a lot to pack in, 
including key events for our Year 11s and Year 
9s. The information below is intended to support 
you to navigate this. We have made some 
changes to our Key Stage Four Choices process 
for Year 9s this year, including arrangements for 
Year 9 Parents and Information evening. More 
detail will be provided for you shortly to support 
Year 9 families. 

Thursday 16 January 
Year 11 Parents Evening- this will be the final 
opportunity for parents to speak individually to 
subject teachers ahead of the final exams. 
Please book appointments if you have not done 
so already.

Thursday 13 February 
Year 9 Parents Evening & KS4 Choices- we have 
decided to combine Parents evening and KS4 
choices to one evening. There will not be a 
parents evening on Thursday 30 January. 
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Monday 24 February
Year 11 Trial Exams- this will take place over two 
weeks. Please can all Year 11 parents ensure 
that any appointments or commitments are 
rescheduled to avoid clashing with the exams. 
This will be the final chance students have 
before the May final examinations. 

Items to Celebrate
Congratulations to all the students, St Dunstan’s 
School has now smashed the 100,000 points 
threshold this week! These are awarded for 
students who demonstrate they are ‘On Track’. 
At the end of last academic year, the total 
amount of points awarded were 42,000. Our 
total more than doubles this! In addition, 
students have been awarded on average 192 
On Track points each. This is a fantastic 
achievement by all students and demonstrates 
that hardwork and dedication pays off. 

Reflecting on the final week of term, I wanted to 
thank all of the staff who were involved in the 
organisation of events and activities. Events 
included, Christmas Showcase, Christmas 
Dinners, Celebration Assemblies, Carols in town, 
Tutor Group Quiz Competition and fundraising 
events to support good causes. It was a very 
positive week for students and staff as well as  a 
great way to round off  a very successful term. 
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I look forward to updating you all with all the 
news and events taking place over term as well 
as continuing to celebrate our brilliant students 
for all of their hard work and achievements. 

Enjoy your weekends and best wishes. 

P Balkwill 
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Organised & 
Proactive 

Bringing the correct equipment, kit and 
uniform
Meeting deadlines
Working on tasks independently and 
completing homework to a high standard

Neat & Tidy 
work 

Smart, well presented books demonstrating 
your best work

Tenacity 
Trying your hardest, rising to challenges,  
having a 'can do' attitude, working out 
solutions and taking ownership of your 
learning

Ready, 
Respectful and 
Responsible  

Being a role model by consistently 
demonstrating our basic expectations 

Answering, 
reading  and 
listening like an 
expert 

Sophisticated full sentence answers using 
technical terms
Following along, tracking the text and ready 
to read aloud in class.  
Reading widely and for pleasure 
Listening and considering the views of others 
Taking in turns to respond 

Contributing to 
the class 

Playing an active role in every lesson
Attention to the speaker, sat up straight, arms 
still, pens down
Teacher focused 

Kindness & 
Community 
minded 

Caring, polite, looking after one another and 
the  site
Speaking with kindness and respect
Supporting staff and other students to create 
a positive learning environment for all



Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Year 11 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 16th January 
2025 4pm - 7pm.

Bookings via Talaxy - open now!

Strode college will be attending the evening for 
last minute questions , prospectuses and 
information on the courses and apprenticeships 
they offer.

If you need any assistance in using Talaxy, please 
email secretary@stdunstansschool.com

See you then!







If you are interested in becoming a Governor at St 
Dunstan’s School, please contact 
secretary@stdunstansschool.com 

mailto:secretary@stdunstansschool.com


PE Timetable

Zoom in below to check the PE timetable to make 
sure students bring the correct kit…
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Safeguarding Spotlight

Dear schools,
 
We are excited to launch our new series of parent/carer 
webinars for Spring 2025! Please share the below in your 
newsletters and on your socials to spread the word.
Parents can register via the links in the flipbook below.
 
Calling all Parents & Carers!
The MHST (Mental Health Support Team) are offering a 
series of FREE helpful webinars over Spring 2025.
 

● Supporting your neurodivergent child
● Supporting exam and test wellbeing
● Helping your child to thrive: Boosting self-esteem & 

resilience
● Understanding and supporting anxiety and low 

mood
● Supporting your child’s big feelings

Find out more & register here: Click Link

 

https://bit.ly/mhstwebinarsspring2025


Popular loans this week:

A huge THANK YOU to Derek (Rosalyn and Reuben’s 
Grandad) and John Morgan for gifting us new graphic 
novels from the PTA Amazon wishlist. There were many 
excited faces when we opened the packages, and 
already a long reserves list for these titles… they will be 
cherished and loved. Thank you for your support!

A link to the PTA wishlist is here for any one who wants it. 
We welcome second hand donations/versions too so 
please consider us if you have a book clear out in a new 
year new home cleaning spree! 

PTA wishlist link

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/UJIKU08PB1PI/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1

