
 

 

 

Welcome to this term’s newsletter.  
It is a little different, because it is mainly  about OPAL—the new initiative we are               
introducing here at Clutton. The aim is to share some of the research behind it, why we 
have chosen to make this investment here at Clutton, how lunchtimes will change for your 
child and , importantly, how you, as parents, can support your child and the school with 
this.  
In these challenging financial times for all schools, parent support and contributions made 
by the PTFA are even more important than ever.  Please see Angie Yeomans (Chair of PTFA) 
if you can   offer any time to help out– please be reassured that we know everyone is busy, 
therefore it does need to be a huge commitment. It was sad to see only 6 people (out of 
over 200 parents) turned up to the AGM. This makes  fundraising and hosting popular 
events such as Fireworks, Summer Fayre and Christmas Fayre difficult—if you would like 
these events to continue here at Clutton , we will need more hands!  
Reminders of events:  
We look forward to seeing you at Orinoco Class’ Learning Exhibition on  Thursday 24th 
May, at 2.30—4.30pm, and at our Picnic and Den Building Afternoon from 12.00pm on the 
25th May. Our new website has the calendar on the front page, as you requested, so 
please keep an eye on this.  
Next week is SATS week in Year 6—we are very proud of the Year 6 team, and the huge 
effort they have put in. Good Luck!! Elsewhere, Clutton’s Got Talent  rehearsals are        
happening all over the playground…..very exited for the finals on the afternoon of May 
23rd. Semi finals will be taking place in classes, and class teachers are deciding  on voting 
systems, alongside the pupils in their class.  

Head teacher's Welcome.  

What is OPAL ?  

OPAL stands for Outdoor Play and Learning. The OPAL Outdoor 

Play and Learning Programme is the result of 17 years testing and 

development in over 250 schools , and is now used in     Canada 

and New Zealand as well as across the UK. Work has started to 

adapt the programme for schools in Slovakia, Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Poland and Austria. It is based on the idea that as well 

as learning through good teaching, your children also learn when 

they play, and as 20% of their time in school is playtime, we want to make sure that this 

amount of time (equivalent to 1.4 years of primary school) is as good as possible.  



 

 

 

 

Committing PE funding and PTFA money to play???? 

Why OPAL here at Clutton?  

One reason Clutton is investing in, and  carrying out, this programme is that childhood 

has changed and many children no longer get their play need met out of school.  

 Average screen time per day 5 hours. 

 Average outdoor play time per week 5 hours. 

  56% of UK children only play outdoor with other children at school .  

There are many proven benefits for schools which carry out the OPAL Programme. They 

include: more enjoyment of school, less teaching time lost to disputes between        

children, less accidents and greatly improved behaviour.  As we know from our Ofsted 

report, behaviour at Clutton is good and children feel safe. Whilst a recent survey we 

carried out with all the children  showed that  the vast majority of pupils enjoy break 

and lunchtimes, younger pupils generally enjoy play more. KS2 children would like 

more creative equipment to allow them to make and build things. Our playground is a 

tricky site, with lots of concrete and the school in the middle! However, there is lots of 

potential to develop it, and with OPAL’s support, we have already made a positive start.  

Play is…. the process evolution has come up 

with to enable children to learn all of the 

things that cannot be taught, while also    

feeling like it is fun.  Play is where children 

find their own challenges, build their own 

worlds and direct their own actions. Play is 

needed for children’s happiness, their      

physical, social and mental wellbeing and            

development.  



 

 

ACCESS ALL AREAS, ALL WEATHER!  

 This is the statistics part—if we only allow 

access to our green spaces during dry    

weather ….. 

Of 365 days, 180 are term days, 30 are in the 

summer term and 15 are in the summer term 

when the ground is dry. Phrases like, ‘We only 

use the grass in the summer term’, usually means dry days, which is 4% of the 

calendar year.  

Historically, grass is  not used because it is slippery, muddy and there is a risk 

of shoes and uniform getting dirty or damaged. This, in turn, can lead to mud 

being trampled into the carpet. Because we value play so highly, we need to 

find a solution …….. Wellies and outdoor , waterproof clothing! From            

September, part of our school uniform will be wellies and waterproofs for all 

children. We are currently negotiating a special rate for Clutton parents, and 

will share when we can. These are designed to get muddy, wet and will lift the             

restriction of playing and being active outdoors only when it is dry.   

We will be using some of the money raised by the PTFA, to 

buy welly racks for all classes.  

Moving Forwards:  

 Children will only be indoors in the most severe weather conditions. In 

Canada, children only come in the weather is below –25 degrees!  

 Every child will need a pair of boots to be kept in school.  

 Outdoor clothing will be needed so children can get really messy in their 

play.  

 All of the school site is open to all of the children, all of the time.  



 

 

 

Phase 1:  A mud kitchen.  

Phase 2: A stage with boom box , different playlists for 

each day of the week and role play clothes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 3: A giant sandpit—As any parent who has taken mixed-age families to the beach, 

there is no limit to the fascination of sand and water play on a big scale! 

Phase 4: Forest School area and sensory garden. 

Our aim, is to use our limited funds and space to provide playful, self-directed,                 

experiential learning within our school. To enable this to happen, children will be partners 

in the     process of identifying risk management.  

 

 

 

 

  

How is our site going to be developed?  

 

We want to be able to use our site more for out-

door lessons, including some elements of Forest 

School. We are hoping to have a fire pit, and a 

story telling area in our sensory garden. This will 

also be used for small world imaginative play.  



 

 

It is a real privilege to be able to look after your children, to ensure they are safe and    

happy, and one we take very seriously here at Clutton.  

Taking risks is an essential part of the play process, and there are benefits to children      
being allowed to experience risks in their play. ‘Managing Risk in Play Provision’      

 recognises that children must learn eventually to become competent and independent 
judges of risk themselves if they are to live safe and fulfilling lives in the wider world.  

Our play leader, Lorraine Appleyard and our SMSAs will receive training  in how to support 

the children to learn an appropriate way to manage the risk, through identification and 

actions likely to reduce the likelihood of harm.  

By working with children to identify any hazards, and through  continuous involvement 

and discussion, children at our school will become more practised in identifying and   

managing risk. When planning and providing play opportunities, our goal is not to           

eliminate risk, but to weigh up the risks and benefits. No child will learn about risk 

wrapped in cotton wool (‘Children’s Play and Leisure: Promoting a Balanced Approach)  

Grazes, bumps, scratches and bruises are the inevitable consequence of a play                 

environment that meets the play needs of children, and are not serious injuries. As such, 

we will not be reporting on these but will, of course, still administer a wet paper towel 

and soothing words when necessary. We will continue to inform you of any head injuries.  

 Help to run and continue to support PTFA events to help us raise money for your 

child’s  well-being and development.   

 Help stock the PlayPod with things you don’t need and we do! - Den  building        

materials such as blankets, old sheets and duvets, pegs, rope, ribbons and netting.  

 Help stock our role-play area by donating suitcases, hats, sunglasses, coats, scarves 

etc.  

 Help resource the sandpit—buckets , spades and sand toys.  

 Help resource the mud kitchen—old pots and pans, metal or plastic bowls, old   

kitchen utensils, toasters and kettles.  

 Attend the Den Building Day on the 25th May, during which their will an OPAL 

presentation by Michael Follett, who runs OPAL. A time for you to ask questions.  

Thank you for your support. If you can help or donate, please see Lorraine (Lead play-

worker) Kirstie McGough (play governor), Mrs Cowgill (Play co-ordinator) or Miss         

Ennew (strategic play lead) . We are all really excited, ask your child how lunchtimes  

are changing!  

Isn’t outdoor play with loose parts risky??  

 

What can you do to help:  


